Febuxostat-associated eosinophilic polymyositis in marginal zone lymphoma.
Febuxostat is an orally administered selective inhibitor of xanthine oxidase approved for the treatment of gout and prevention of tumor lysis syndrome. It is a relatively safe medication. Hypersensitivity reactions associated with the use of febuxostat are quite rare with only one reported case of DRESS syndrome. Recently, two case reports of rhabdomyolysis following the initiation of febuxostat were published. We hereby present the first case of rhabdomyolysis with hypereosinophilia following the administration of febuxostat to a 50-year-old patient newly diagnosed with marginal zone lymphoma. Three weeks after the initiation of febuxostat for tumor lysis syndrome prophylaxis, the patient presented with generalized weakness, diffuse myalgia and low-grade fever. Initial studies showed creatinine kinase level of 4471, hypereosinophilia of 1900/mm3, and LDH of 2691. All infectious and autoimmune diseases were ruled out. TSH level was normal. Muscle biopsy showed myonecrosis in addition to an eosinophilic inflammatory infiltrate in the endomysium and perimysium. Discontinuation of febuxostat led to prompt symptom resolution and normalization of blood tests eight days later.